
New law will require state agencies 
to monitor use of generative AI
A bill checking the use of generative arti�cial intelligence, a rapidly developing technology, was 
hailed as a win by the labor movement.
By Raga Justin, Capitol Bureau | Dec 24, 2024

ALBANY — State agencies will be required to closely 
monitor their use of artificial intelligence software 
that has the power to reshape government 
decision-making under legislation signed by Gov. 
Kathy Hochul this week that erects guardrails on 
the rapidly developing technology.

The bill also represents a win for the labor 
movement. The “LOADinG” Act was cheered by 
union leaders who have long expressed concerns 
with generative artificial intelligence, which is 
poised to drastically reshape the labor market. The 
labor sector has sought to protect employees who 
may find their jobs significantly altered or even 
eliminated by the technology. 

“It is important for workers to have an opportunity 
to help shape this evolving landscape as well as 
benefit from it,” Hochul wrote in a statement 
accompanying her approval of the legislation. 
“Changes were necessary to ensure regulation of 
automated decision-making systems is done 
appropriately, including by clarifying the 
disclosures regarding the use of automated 
employment decision-making tools and artificial 
intelligence systems, as well as ensuring that the 
use of artificial intelligence systems may not affect 
the rights and privileges of employees pursuant to 
existing collective bargaining agreements.”

The bill will require more comprehensive oversight 
from each state agency that has software that uses 
algorithms, computational models or artificial 
intelligence techniques to generate “conclusions, 
recommendations, outcomes, assumptions, 
projections or predictions without meaningful 
human discretion.”

Lawmakers who backed the measure in this year's 
legislative session said they were concerned by the 
possible influence of artificial intelligence in shaping 
often highly consequential decisions for residents, like 
eligibility for social benefits programs.

The law will require agencies to regularly conduct 
impact assessments of the software they use and to 
publicize those reports on their website every two 
years. It also curtails the ability of state government to 
limit the job functions or hours for public sector 
employees because they were displaced by generative 
artificial intelligence software. 

“I am encouraged that this legislation will result in 
transparency on state agency AI use and commonsense 
protections for the state workforce. While we recognize 
AI’s potential to enhance efficiency, it is crucial that its 
use respects the invaluable contributions of dedicated 
public sector workers,” said Mario Cilento, the longtime 
head of the labor union AFL-CIO.

Hochul has previously indicated a reluctance to commit 
New York to regulating usage of generative AI and said 
the federal government should ultimately be 
responsible for broad oversight. But she has taken 
more steps in recent months to shape the direction of 
the technology’s growth in New York. 

Her administration earlier this year announced the 
Empire AI Consortium, a well-funded state and private 
partnership dedicated to researching and directing the 
artificial intelligence industry.

Commentary: New York state’s history  
is our story. We must be the ones to tell it.
As the Trump administration tries to control how museums present the past, it’s  
more important than ever for the state to invest in its cultural institutions.
By Aaron Noble, For the Times Union  |  Sept. 12, 2025

On behalf of the more than 1,200 members of the 
Public Employees Federation at the state Department 
of Education whom I represent as an elected union 
leader, including those who work at the New York 
State Museum, Library, Archives and Office of Cultural 
Education, I strongly condemn efforts by the Trump 
administration to interfere in the operations of the 
Smithsonian Institution and the world-class museums 
that it operates.  
 
The specious justifications for these moves — that 
they ensure an “accurate representation” of American 
history — conceal precisely the opposite goal. 
Censuring American history by removing references 
to challenging and difficult topics does not serve the 
educational needs of museum visitors. What makes a 
nation great is its ability to grapple with all aspects of 
its past — both celebratory and shameful — to learn 
lessons and guide us into the future.
 
The Trump administration has indicated its intention 
to move beyond the Smithsonian to museums and 
cultural organizations across the United States, 
including those here in New York. Already we have 
seen devastating funding cuts to projects at the 
Institute for Museum and Library Service and National 
Endowment for Humanities that do not comport with 
the president’s vision of American history. 

New York must push back.

We applaud Gov. Kathy Hochul’s commitment to 
renovate the State Museum galleries. This renewed 
emphasis on showcasing our history will launch a  
new era of telling New York’s diverse and powerful 
stories, leading to a broader understanding of our 
collective experience.  

However, the loss of talented staff over the past several 
years means that these institutions no longer have  
the workforce to achieve these necessary objectives. 
The strength of the Museum, Library and Archives lies 
not in the collections or the buildings that hold them, 
but rather in the expert public servants who safeguard 
our history and make it available to New Yorkers across 
the state. By ensuring adequate funding for these 
cultural institutions, policymakers can demonstrate 
national leadership and help assure an accurate 
representation of history that can set the standard  
for embracing our past.

For decades, the state has neglected its responsibility 
to support the Office of Cultural Education. Given the 
ongoing threat to our cultural institutions and to the 
maintenance of our state’s history, it is time to pass 
legislation to stabilize funding for the Office of Cultural 
Education by raising the Cultural Education Fee.

This fee, established in 2002 and not raised since  
then, is the primary source of funding for the State 
Museum, Library and Archives. The $15 fee on property 
deed transfers no longer supports the operations  
of these institutions.

Providing sufficient, sustainable and secure funding 
for the Office of Cultural Education will ensure our 
history is not a political prop to be altered at the whims 
of individuals. The investment will send a message to 
President Trump to keep his hands off our history.  
And it will affirm that New York’s past will be preserved 
for generations to come. 

Aaron Noble of Ballston Spa is a senior historian at the  
New York State Museum.


